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Pages to follow: 

Hi George: 

Re: PM-1396; PM-89-2 

I felt that your amendment to the Patent Office communication dated October 24, 
1991 was excellent and I am somewhat confused as to the Final rejections mailed 
April 10,1992. The following comments may be of value to you: 

.. . At - 

. 1. Ladbrooke et al are concerned with the formation (and processes to 

form) lipoprotein complexes (a complex of a protein, e.g., gliadin, and a lipid). 
As proteins have numerous basic sites (e.g., amine nitrogen atoms), and as the 
lipids used have acidic groups, Ladbrooke found combinations thereof which 
form stable complexes. Each Ladbrooke claim deals with the formation of a 
stable complex, or a process to make same. 
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In contrast, our application deals with using LIX’s to form unstable 
intermediates, which allow one to transfer molecules which are bases (etg., 
amines, nicotine) from e.g., one aqueous phase to a second aqueous phase, the 
LIX staying within a totally distinct phase (in this case, an organic phase). Had 
the LIX formed a stable complex, the transfer would not have been achievable. 

Our process claims 143 are thus totally distinct and non-overlapping with 
Ladbrooke. Regarding composition of matter claims, the compounds described 
meet very specific requirements (l)-(8) listed on pp. 16-17 of our application. 
These requirements are certainly distinct and non-overlapping and not obvious to 
the art relative to Ladbrooke. 

2. Your response to Seita et al appears to be excellent. Thus, Seita claims 
processes to prepare solid membranes containing an acidic residue for the purpose 
of (apparently) cation exchange (i.e., c.f. Seita, column 1, lines 12-14 "suitable as 
a diaphragm for electrolysis of an alkali metal halide" e.g., Cl- to OH-). The 
Seita work involves a chemical reaction, involving the cation-exchange 
membrane. There is absolutely no connection with our study for which there is 
no overall chemical reaction, simply transfer of material from one phase to 
another. Further, Seita speaks to migration/exchange of species which are ionic, 
e.g., there is a distinct cation and anion; we are dealing with transfer of organic 
bases, e.g., amines and nicotine. 

Perhaps we might need to drop the claims involving Panadan, for simplicity. In 
actual fact, Panadan did not work well. 

George, please let me know what you think of all of this. All my best, 
cc: J. Schardt 
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